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1. Of faith in the Holy Trinity. 


We have already made some remarks, respecting the profes- 
sion of our faith in the existence.and perfections of God. The 
doctrine of the Trinity will now occupy our thoughts, On this 
we shall offer only a few observations. 

Our church says, in her first: article of faith— And in. unity of 
this Godhead, there are three persons of one substance, power 
and eternity ;—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

The importance of this doctrine appears from this considera- 
tion. “ It enters into the very heart. of Christianity: it lies at 
the root of all vital religion,” For.‘ the knowledge of the thsee- 
one God is interwoven with all true Christian Faith.” Wesley. 

Much has been written on this subject—a great part of which 
has darkened counsel, by words without*knowledge An at- 
tempt to explain the mode of the Divine Existence, in relation to 
three persons in one God, has preved a reek of ruinto many who 
have sailed on these awful seas. It is.vanity, it is presumption, 
for any one to think, that he can comprehend the manner in 
which God exists. The mode of the existence of God, either 
in regard to the Unity of the Divine Essence, or the Trinity of 
the Divine persons, is utterly incompreliensible to man. “What 
de we know of the mode of our own existence ? at is the 
‘ssence ofvkither spirit or matter? How jdo these substances 
exist? Flow. are they united in thé person of man? These 
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subjects are involved in impénetrable darkness. What then cag 
we know of the manner in which God—the most mysterious of 
all beings—exists ? | 

That there is one God isa fact. It is likewise a fact that there 
are three persons in the Godhead. ‘The first fact is demonstrable 
from the works of creation, anc is Contained in all the writings of 
inspiration. ‘The second fact is a matter of pure revelation. God 
has been pleased to reveal itunto us, | 

It is equally incomprehensible how God exists, as one indivi. 
sible spirit, as it is how he exists, if three persons, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Both these subjects are utterly be. 
yond the reach of human comprehension. There is no more 
reason to deny the doctrine of the Trinity, because we cannot 
comprehend it, than there is to deny the being of one God, be. 
cause we cannot comprehend how he exists as an infinite Spitit, 
filling immensity with his presence. The atheist who denies, in 
the blaze of that evideace with which he is surrcunded, the exis. 
tence of his maker, because he cannot comprehend the manner of 
that existence, is guilty of the grossest folly. And he who shuts 
his eyes against the light which the gospel aflords on the subject 
in question, and denies the Trinity, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, because he cannot comprehend how these can exist 
in one God, must be chargeable with folly no less egregious. 
As there is not, in that abundant light, which in the gospel man- 
ifests the Father, the Son, andthe Holy Ghost as existing in the 
Godhead, one single ray, which discovers the mode in which 
these exist in Unity ; so there is not, in all that blaze of evidence 
which makes known the existence of Deity, one single beam af. 
fording the least manifestation of the manner io which Jehovah 
exists. Therefore, to deny the doctrine of the Prinity, because 
we cannot comprehend how the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost can exist in unity, is no less absurd, than to deny the exis. 
tence of God, because we cannot comprehend the manner of 
such existence. It is the fact, and not the manner, which is an 
object of our knowledge. The first is capable of being supported 
ty evidence ; but the latter is @ subject infinitely incomprehensi- 


There is no contradiction between the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and that of the unity of God. For if the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. are infinite in nature, they must be one. Every 
finite being seems necessarily marked with some characteristics, 
which distinguish him from all other beings. But infinitude ad. 
mitting of no such distinguishing characteristics, of no possible 
difference, must render thé Father. the Son. and the Holy Ghost, 
one in their essence and attributes. Accordingly our church says, 
* And in unity of this Godhead there are three persons of one 


substance, power and eternity.” 
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Then, fromthe mystery of the doctrine, aad from its supposed 
repugnance tothe Unity of God, no objections can be interred. 
For, from the first.no conclusions ‘can be drawa, becuase the map- 
per of the Divine existence is utterly incomprehensible to as ; 
and from the second, no objection can be raised, because the re- 
pugnance which has been supposed.to exist be.ween the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and that of the Dgsty of God, is not founded in 
truth, WES 

Having made these observations to remove what lay in our 
way, we now appeal to the word of God for the truth of the doc- 
trine under consideration. Aud we are persuaded, that this ap- 
peal will justity our church, in asserting, that ** in the unity of this 
Godhead, there are three persons of one substance, power and 
eternity.” ' 

a Tn the unity of this Godhead, there are three persons of one 
substance,” ol the same nature and essence—one indivisible Be- 
ing. When we speak of the Godhead, we say it is ons. But 
we must remember, that ‘ it is ONS, in such a pure simpliciiy, as 
cannot be found in any of the creatures.” “ We are obliged to 
express our notion of the divine simplicity by the term Unity, 
because of the lowness of human speech in reaching this sublime 
doctrine. But, in truth, God, asto this pure existence, is no ob- 
ject of number, but above number ; because number implies 
limitation.” When Jehovah reveals himself tous, as the God of 
our salvation, he informs us that in this simplicity of essence, 
exist the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. by 

Jehovah is the incommunicable name of God. This is never 
applied, in the sacred writings, to any being except the Deity. 
It means the Lonp oF Hosts, the independent, selt-existent Be- 
ing, whowas, and is, and is tecome. Now this awful name is 
ipplied tothe Father, and tothe Son, and to the Holy Spirit— 

he Father is Jehovah—the Son is Jehovah—and the Holy 

Spirit is Jehovah. Therefore the Father is God; the Son is 

God ; and the Holy Ghost is God. © 

This incommunicable name is applied, to the Father. None 
will dispute this. 

It is applied to the Son. “ Behold in those days, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous pranon ; and a 
king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth, In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israet 
shall dwell safely ; and this is his narme wherewith he shall be 
called, Jehovah our righteousness.” Jer. xxiii. 5—6.. This 
text evidently applies to the Messiah. In this sense both Jews 
and Christians understand it. It cannot apply to any other. 
For Jesus Christ is our righteousness. 1. Cor. 1—30. Therefore 
the Son of God is Jehovah, 
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The same truth is equally evident from the xliit. chap. of Isajai, 
where Jehovah is styled the Saviour, and is said to save andres 
deem in almost every verse. ‘ I,even 1, am Jehovah, and be. 
side me there is no Saviour.” Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is emphatically the Saviour of mankind; and, therefore Jesus 
Christ is Jehoveh. : : 

How pleasing is the reflecfgn, that Jesus car Saviour is Jeho. 
vah! hat security have we, in eur Almighty Jesus! Here 
is ground for 4 hope full of glory. ** How inestimably essential! 
to the very being of all our comforts, and tothe end of all our 
desires, is the supreme divinity of Jehovah the Saviour! This 
is the basis of religion itself—Take u away ; and O! whata 
dismal view !” ‘The whole system of Christianity, without the 
divinity of Jesus, would be in the utmost confusion—without 
form—and involved in the thickest darkness. But in the light of 
this truth, Jesus is Jehovah, all is order aad excellence, pertecily 
suited tothe great purpose ef redemption ' 

The Holy Spirit is Jehovah. “+ Go-wnd tell this people, Hear 
ye indeed, * understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive 


not.” Isaiah vi. 9. But who thus spake to. Isaiah? We may 
learn from the 3d verse. ** Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Hosts.” This is he. the Lord of Blosts, Jehovah, who said 
“ Go tell this people,” &. Now Paul tells us, that this Jehovah 
is the Holy Ghost. He says. “ Well spake the Holy Ghost by 
by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers saying, ‘‘ Go upto this 
people and say, Hearing, ye shall hear, and not understand, see: 


ing, ye shall see, and shall not perceive.” Acts, xxvii. 25, 26. 
Therefore the Holy Ghost is Jehovah. . 7 

The Holy Spirit is God. .The apostle says, “ God, whe at 
sundry times, spake onto the fathers by the propbets, hath in 
these Jast days spoken unto us by his Son.” Heb. 1—1.2 Now 
Peter informs us, that in old time, hely men ef God, spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 2. Peter, 1—21 The 
author of the epistle to the Hebrews informs us, that God spakg 
unto the fathers by the prophets ; and St. Peter tells us it was 
the Holy Ghost who moved these holy men, the prophets; 
therefore the Holy Ghost is God. 

From these, and‘a multitude of other passages of holy writ, 
itis evident. that in. the wnity ef the Godhead, there are three 
persons of one substance. They are of one essence—ior they 
exist in one undivided Jehaveh, The Father is Jehovah—the 
Son is Jehovah—and the Holy. Ghost is Jehovah: One self ex- 
istent essence of viiality and power. ' 

“ Andin the unity of this-Godhead, there are three persons of 
one substance and power.” As the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, are of one substance, they mast be of one power, 
Equality of essence must constilufe equality of energy. The 
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same manifestations of Almighty Power are ascribed to the Fa, 
ter; the Son, and the Hoty Ghost. 

' And in the unity of this Godhead, there are three persons of 
one substance, power, and eternity.” The glorious persons of 
the Godhead, being of che same substance and power, must be 
eo-eternal. The Scriptures attribute pn and eternity 
of existence, tothe Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. But 
certainly we need not refer to the passages which ascribe these 
attributes to the awfully glorious ‘Trinity, when we have proved 
by express declarations trom the word of God, that each person 
inthe Godhead is Jehowah, the independent, self existent Deity. 
- ‘The Father, who created us by his Son, is God. The Son, who 
redeemed us by the purchase of his blood, is God. ‘Phe Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifies us by the influence of grace is God How 
pleasing is this doctrine to a devout christian! - He looks up to an 
infinite Being, and claims him as the Author of his existence, his 
gracious Redeemer, and his mercifal and glorious sanctifier. 
In this view, his fears die away ; his faith grows strong; and he 
triumphs in hope of glory everlasting. 


AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 


No IX. 


4. The resistance, which in early life is made to the influence 
of grace, is strongly indicative of homan depravity. This cor- 
roborates the arguments, which we have drawn from the appear- 
ance of corruption in the first stage of life, the want of reason in 
fants, and their universal departure from rectitude in their ear- 
ly actions. When that ‘ light which lighteth every man who 
cometh imto the world,’ shines upon the mind just emerging from 
total ignorance in regard to moral obligation, manifests the ex. 
istence of God, and imparis a sense of right and wrong, it is 
almost universally met with opposition. The child, instead of 
being pleased with God and loving bim when he first discovers 
his being, abhors and hates the very idea of ‘the divine existence. 
He shuts his eyes against the light, and seeks the destruction of 
that sense of obligation with which divine light is attended. No- 
thing can more strongly evince the natural depravity of the hy- 
man heart, than this repugnapce to light and truth. 





For if mankind come into the world in a state of purity—no, 
thing would be more desirable to him, than a discovery of the ex. 
istence of God—nothing more consonant with the passions of his 
heart, than a sense of right—and nothing more pleasurable, thap 
submission to obligation, and discharge of duty. It would be his 
delight to know, to love and to serve God ; because this would be 

y consistent with tke moral inclination of his seul. Even 
if L were to suppose, that mankiad come into the world in a 
siate completely tree from both good und evil, (which, however 
¥ haveseen is impossible in the nature of things*) no general re. 
sistence, on the ground of such a sapposition, would be made tg 
the influence of grace. The soul haying no inclination either to 
ae or evi, woald have no repugnance to the truth of God, 
ight could not manifest any thing disagreeable to it; and theré 
fore would not displease it. A sense of obligation, or a discharge 
ef duty, would not be painful, and therefore resistance would not 
be made to the influence of grace. : 

But how widely different is this from the actual state of buman 
nature. The influence of truth and grace is no sooner felt thanit 
is resisted. Is there one in a thousaad, is there one in ten thou. 
sand, who yields to the light of life, when it first beams upon the 
soul? It is theretore, demonstrably certain, that there is by na- 
ture a dire propensity in the sons of men to depart ftom the living 
God. Mankind are deeply and awlally degenerated in heart. 
They are far gone from righteousness. 

5. Admitting a few rare instances of the reception of divine 
light, and submission to its influence, under its first operation 
upon the soul, I find in the effeets produced invincible arguments 
of the depravity of human nature. Were the human heart by 
nature in a state of purity, nothing but pleasurable sensations 
would arise in it, on the first discovery of the Divine existence; 
and the volitions of the mind, in submitting to the obligations of 
the law, and resolving to engage in the performance of duty, 
would meet no repugnance from the passions of the heart. All 
would be smooth, easy. and delightful. No sense of sorrow 
would arise ; no reflection attended with disagreeable feelings. 

But nothing like this takes place among the sons of men. The 
first emotions which arise on the discovery of the Divine exis- 
tence, attended witha sense of right and wrong. are more or less 
painful. They may be mixed with delights—bat they cannot be 
tree from sensations of grief. For if the soul, when first illami- 
minated by grace, cordially received religious truth, repentance 
must follow as a necessary consequence. The gospel requires 
repentance in order to salvation. God has commanded all mea 
every where to repent. Every human being, coming to the 
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knowledge of good from evil, mast comply with this command, 
or stand exposed to the indignation of Jehovah. Therefore, as 
repentance must follow immediately on the first cordial recepuon 
of religious truth, purity of heart cannot belong, by nature, unto 
the sons of men. For those emotions which are felt in repent- 
ance, can never arise in a heart naturally holy. 

Were a human being to obey the influence of Divine light 
when first communicated to his mind, he would feel emotions 
which cannot correspond with purity of heart. The child, in 
this case, would call te remembrance many of his past actions, 
which, he would see, were not good. He would discover, in that 
light which manifests moral trath, that these actions were repug- 
nant to the law of God. Is it possible for such a child to yield to 
grace, and yet feel no sorrow for these actions? No; it is not 
possible. He would feel sorry for them, and for the evil tempers 
which he had indulged. 

it is indeed true, he would not feel that cutting remorse, which 
is experienced in repentance for transgressions of known obliga- 
tion. But be would repent of his past evil tempers and actions, in 
the same sense, in which a pious man repents when he discovers, 
that through ignorance he has departed, in some of his actions, 
from the path of rectitude. From the necessity of repentance in 
all who come to years of understanding, it is evident, that the hn- 
man heart is not by nature im a state of purity. Not only the 
evil tempers and actions of infancy evince the natural corruption 
of mankind ; but also that sorrow. which is experienced in repen- 
tance for them, is no less indicative of this awfal truth. 

While I feel the weight of this argument in relation to the sub- 
ject in question, I would avoid those extremes into which men run 
on this ground. I would shun, on the one hand, the supposition 
that it is impossible for a human being, at the (ime he emerges 
from infancy, to pass immediately into a gracious state of faith in 
Christ, without wilfully sinning against God after the knowledge 
of obligation is communicated ; and on the other hand, the sup- 
position that such a transition, from infancy to a gracious state of 
faith, may be made without repentance toward God. 

A minute investigation of this particular subject is not designed ; 
it might indeed be attended with advantage ; some interestting 
truths might be placed ina clear light ; and the ground of some 
errors might be removed. But as it is only remotely connected 
with the subject of human depravity, I must pass it over at pre- 
sent. However, this much I ought to notice, that in pursuing such 
teflections as would arise, I should discover that the volitions of 
the minds of those children, who receive the first influences of 

race, meet some resistance from the perverted passions of their 
s. 
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Stich resistance, indeed, must be great. For if tlie instances of 
such reception of grace are rare, the instances of those who faith. 
fally retain the grace then received, are abundantly more rare. 
We may, perhaps, find a few who did not resist the first opera. 
tions of the Holy Ghost on their hearts, Bat where shail we fing 
the haman being, who, having received the truth in this way, has 
faithfully retained it in his possession ? 

What serious and deep impressions this subject must make on 
the reflecting mind ? “Mankind no sooner begin to breathe, than 
they begin to do wreng. They go asiray us soon as they are 
born. ‘The actions of their early life manifest the depravity of 
human natare . This manrfestation of human corruption is given 
not’ by a few individeals only. but by the whole cace of mea, 
without a solitary exception. And when the Holy Spirit enlight. 
ens their minds, and quickens their i how. perversely and 
ungratefully do they act in resisting the influence of grace! Very 


few individuals can be fourid, who did sabmit to the first ope. 
rations of this grace. And among those who did, are there any 
to be found, who have held fast their integrity, and remained in 


the.favor of God ? “3 " a 
It is impossible to weigh these considerations with impartiality, 


and doubt for a moment, that mankind have fallen from origina! 
excellence and parity. Such a doubt involves too much absurity, 
to exist in the presence of this evidence I mast renounce my 
reason, or believe the doctrine of haman depravity. 


VITAL RELIGION. 


(No. VIIL) 
The same subject continued from page 292. 


Indelence, no less opposed to the acquisition of divine troth, 
dnd no less, perhaps, prevalent among men than dissipation «| 
thought, must be also sacrificed on the eross of Christ... For the 
doctrines of the Gospel are not to be understood without labor 0 
mind. It is true, indeed, that the Gospel is distinguished, by the 
simplicity and plainness of its obligations ; so that vague ideas 
respecting our daty may seem easy of acquisition. But what 
effect will vague ideas of our duty, and of the sanetions by whit 
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ix is enforced, have upon either the passions of our hearts, or the 
actions of our lives? Besides, can it be said that we have a 
knowledge of the doctrines of our holy religion, when all our 
thoughts are loose unconnected notions of evangelical prs ooo 
floating on the surface of this subject? If we wish to obtain a 

rfect knowledge of Christianity ; if we wish to have sucha 

nowledge of Gospel trath, as wil! be sufficiently influential to 

govern all our powers in every stage of haman life ; we must 
leave, in opposition to our natural propensity of indolence, ‘the 
first principles of the doctrine of Christ behind, and go on te 
perfection’ We must enter, with no little labor, into the spirit 
of that system of divinity, which Jesus gave unto the world. 
To understand the truths of this system both speculative and prac- 
tical ; to discover their connexion, dependgnce and harmony ; to 
ascertain their divine origin, and obligatory force ; to see the ex- 
cellence and glory of this religion; will require clese attention 
and deep thinking. But close attention and deep thinking are 
laborious exercises. Therefore we must sacrifice indolence on 
the altar of truth, or we shall die destitate of the knowledge of 
God. 

Some of our readers, whom Providence has placed in circum- 
stances which demand much of their time to be employed in 
worldly concerns, may reply ; ‘ The study of Christianity does 
not accord with our condition in life ; and therefore may we not 
hope, that it will not be required of us to possess so much know- 
ledge regarding evangelical theology ?’ . It is true, the occupations 
of such persons may have a tendency to direct their attention 
from what we here recommend, and to absorb their minds in 
sensible and material objects. But will they, therefore, free 
themselves from all obligation to stady the doctrines of Christi- 
anity? Will it not be the more necessary for them to make 
greater exertions, by sacrificing indolence in resisting that inat- 
tention to divine things, which may appear to arise from their 
situation? Without some tolerable knowledge of the truths of 
the Gospel, they cannot enjoy vital religion. They must study, 
at least in some degree, the doctrines of revelation, or they will 
remain greatly ignorant of God, and be destitute of that grace 
which qualifies for endless enjoyment. If any persons follow oc- 
cupations, which will admit of no’ attention to the things of God, 
it is very evident, that such occupations should be immediately 
forsaken. For whatever the consequences may be, in relation to 
time; they can weigh nothing when put in the balance against 
eternal concerns. What are the advantages resulting from fol- 
lowing any occupation in life, when compared with ° the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light ? 

But it is not a fact, that the honest occupations. which are fol- 
lowed by men, do not accord with’ the study of Christianity. In 
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all these callings, we may find time to stGdy the doctrines ofthe 
Gospel. With what face can the people of this country complain, 
reapeene the want of time for reflection on things of en eternal 
pa ? Its certainly the spirit of indolence, and not the want 
of time, which retains them in the land of ignorance. However, 
if they should deny the charge of indolence, suffer us to ask them, 
whether they wil! be content to spend every moment of their life, 
in pursuing the vain shadows of the world ? But where is the 
man who wastes no portion of his time in idleness 7y7 Alas! what 
roultitades, rather than sacrifice indolence, choose to live desti- 
tute of that trath, on the knowledge of which their eternal inte. 
rests depend. As meti possess souls of an immortal nature, they 
ought to devote, without regard to temporal consequences, a part 
of their time to meditation op the great doctrines of Christianity, 

But let us enter more particularly into this subject. How ma. 
ny hours are wasted in vain amusements, in idleness, or in unne. 
cessary slumbers, by those very men, who complain that they 
have not time to meditate on the truths of the Gospel? If they 
were not Strongly inclined, by the perversity of their hearts, te 
neglect the Salvation of their souls ; if they were not strangely 
careless and indolent in respect to their eterna! destiny ; they 
would find sufficient time, without infringing on the necessary 
occupations of life, to atquire more than a superficial knowledge 
of the gospel of Christ. But insensible to the importance of 

odliness, and of that religious knowledge which is requisite to 
Its possession, they feel fot the necessity of making that sacrifice 
of indolence, which is demanded by the acquisition of the trath 
of God. ‘Thus, it is the want of inclination, and not the want 
of time atid opportunity, which indaces men to neglect the stady 
of religion. A fatal disposition to indulge a spirit of indolence, 
stands in our way to religious knowledge. 

However strong this disposition may bt, and however difficalt 
we may find it to sacrifice the spirit of indolence, it must be 
done, or truth we shall rever obtain ; and if we do not obtain 
the truth of God, vital religion will neverbe ours. But if vital 
religion is not obtained by us, we must be for ever destitute of 
happiness—we must be driven from God—we must take up our 
dwelling in the and of death eternal, amidst the blackness of 
darkness for ever 

We would further remark. that another sacrifice must be 
made, in order to acquire religions truth. We are naturally i0- 
clined to be hasty in our conclusions, éven on subjects of the 
greatest moment. This inclination must be destroyed. We need 
not expect to find truth while the inflaence of this inclination has 
an extensive operation, and a baneful effect on our understand: 


ings. 
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Indolence, opposed to laborious researches after trath, to pa. 
tient investigation advancing step by step in the examination of 
any proposition which may be before the mind, must give us a 
strong inclination to be precipitate in forming our opinions, It 
seems impossible for us to be indolent, and nob disposed to be 
hasty in our determinations on the subjects which may pass in 
review before as. In addition to this, that looseness in aur me 
operations, which introduces derangement and wildness in our 
intellectual exercises, comes in for a considerable share in deter- 
mining the mind to precipitancy. While these causes operate 
together with great force, our vanity unites with them to effect 
the same purpose. We naturally desire, according to the prin- 
ciples of. cur vain hearts, that men should think highly of us, 
ahd believe us capable of comprehending immediately, without 
the tedious method of investigation, the most abstruse subjects 
which are presented to our consideration. 

’ Bat aed we make a sacrifice of this propensity to precipeancy 
we need not expect to find the knowledge of God. ‘To suffer 
this propefisity to exert itself in our pursuit of knowledge, is not 
only irrational, but in direct opposition to acquiring trath. ‘The 
knowledge of the traths of the Gospel, can be obtained only by 
constant and wel] directed exertions of human thought. 

It will also be necessary, in order to acgnire the truth of God, 
to lay aside all our prejudices. ‘The prejudices of education aris- 
ing from the circumstances under which we are bred, and from 
the influence and authority of our parents and teachers, are gen- 
erally strong, and very frequently in opposition to truth. Bat 
were they not opposed to truth, it would ie necessary to part with 
them ; for the faith of Christ, and the knowledge of God, are not 
founded on prejudice, but on the evidence which goes to support 
the truth of the Gospel. Our prepossessions, when they result 
from the’ first impressions which surrounding objects make on 
our minds, from partial views of things the effects of which are 
deepened by repetition, from the vigor and. wildness of imagina- 
tion, or from passion high heated, being, in general, in coincis 
dence with the depravity of oar hearts, can hardly be consistent 
with the knowledge of experimental and practical, Christianity. 
Prejudice, when it means the reception or rejection of a proposi- 
tion, on the ground of a small degree of prabability in its favor, 
or against it, must be contrary to rafional procedure, and in direct 
Oppesition to that. knowledge of God, which is connected. with 
eternal life. All these prejudices, therefore, ought to be immolat- 


* 


edon the altar of truth. 


* This sacrifice, indeed, will require great exertion. To eradi- 
cate those prejudices, which, in the early part of our life, struck 
deep root in our hearts, and incorporated themselves with our ac- 
tive and moral powers, so as to appear almost identified withour 
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Very being, is a work of no small labor and difficulty. Bat what. 
ever labor it may require to remoye such strong prepossessions 
from oar hearts; how great so ever the difficulties and painful 
sensations which may aceompany this work ; yet, under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, it may be accomplished. "We may 
obtain complete deliverance from those prejudices, which do no} 
accord with the acquisition of the knowledge of God. : 


MODESTY. 


Modesty is the fairest ornament of human natare. ‘The young 
man who possesses il, carries with him a strong recommendation, 
addressed to the understanding and feelings of mankind ; and the 
virgin who enjoys this virtue, is covered with beams of light 
more pleasing than the rays of beauty. 

Confidence and ‘humility, sweetly uniting im the heart of man, 
give exjstence to this prepossessing grace. “The modest manis 
not wise in his own conceit ; nor foolish in despising the decisions 
of his ownjadgment He pays respect to the opinions of otherss 
but does not neglect the use of hisownrezson. ‘Fhe modest wo- 
man is not proud of her beauty, and captivated with herexcellen- 
cies ; nor Coes she vainly endeavor to add to her charms by the 
trappings of gaudy apparel. 

he language of a modest man gives lustre to bis ideas: the 
diffidence of his lips covers his errors. 

He searches after truth, and uses the powers which God has 
given to acquire onderstanding. But yet he puts not absolute 
confidence in his own wisdom. He considers wel! the counsels 
of the aged, and is benefited in the instructioris of the wise. 

The woman who is traly modest, turns away her ears from 
her own praise ; her heart revolts at it—she knows she is a fallen 
being—and that imperfections belong to her character. Besides, 
she is sensible, that flattery is the bane of her sex—it lures to 
certain ruin 

Modesty is a source of safety and pleasure to its possessor; 
and while its prepessessing appearance secures the attention of/ 
beholders, it diffuses pleasure around, and gives the precepts of 
imstruction, enforced by example, and made lovely by that hap- 
piness which results from obedience to them. It is*happy © 
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dwell in its presence ; but it is much more happy fo possess ite © 
virtae, and enjoy its influence upon our hearts and lives. Few 
possess this grace in perfection. They who do, shall inherit the 


earth. 


THE BOY OF DUNDEE. 


To the Editor of the ( British) Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Str, 


The following anecdote will recommend itself to the heart of 
every Christian parent who reads it, If you think it merits a 
place in your useful Miscellany, you will, by inserting it, oblige 
your constant reader and well wisher, &c. 


SAMUEL TAYLOR. 
Hull, Nov. 28, 1804. 


During my journey in Scotland, a few weeks ago, (says the re. 
later) a gentleman in the vicinity of Dundee, informed me that his 
sister, on going to visit a poor woman in an obscure part of the 
town, was directed by mistake to the lodging of: another person ; 
and, knocking at the door, was desired, in a low female veice, to 
come in, , 

On entering the room, she found a poor helpless woman on a 
bed, emaciated by illness, and apparently in a miserable condi- 
tion, in consequence of a paralytic stroke received five years be- 
fore; during which period, she had been confined to her bed, and 
rendered incapable of assisting herself. 

Her friendly visitor, nitying her situation, was surprized by her 
answering, that she thought herself one of the happiest of mor- 
tals ; and, on desiring an explanation, the poor woman, in sim- 
ple language, related the following particulars : 

‘That in the younger part of life, she had been left a widow 
with an only son ; who, when she received the stroke, was twelve 
years of age ; until which time, by spinning and other work, she 
had maintained herself and child, and paid a trifle for his educa- 
tion. Since that trying dispensation of Providence, being con- 
Sned to her bed, and deprived of the use of her limbs, she had 
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been incapacitated frem doing any thing for herself ; and having 
no money to pay another, her son, at that early age, trusting to 
the divine blessing, formed the noble resolution, by the labor of 
his own hands, to relieve the wants, and alleviate the distresses of 
his afflicted parent. A female neighbor occasionally called in to 
perform some kind offices; but her chicf comfort and support 
arose from the filial affection, and unremitted attention of her son, 
He immediately procured such work as his juvenile years admit. 
ted of, in the Osnaburg Manufactory at Dundee; and, after 
cleaning the room in which they dwelt, getting ready their break. 
fast, and making his mother comfortable for the day ; he left her 
every morning with a smiling countenance to attend the labors of 
the loom ; and retarned in the evening with his well-earned pit. 
tance to enjoy a cheerful meal with bis beloved parent. And 
thus for the space of five years, have the revolving days succeeded 
each other, 

But this is not all. His mother could not read: ‘The child by 
her assiduity, had acquired that advantage. He had not indeed 
read the classics, nor studied in the schools of philosophy ; but 
he had perused the sacred Scriptures, and knew the truth as itis 
in Jesus. He had tasted the spiritual bread, and drawn waiters 
from the wells of salvation. In the midst of apparent poverty, 
Ne had found durable riches; and although surrounded by out- 
ward distress, he had a heart-felt experience that the ways of re- 
ligion are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths, paths of 
peace ! 

Reflecting, therefore, on the many hours he was under the 
necessity of leaving his mother alone, and unemployed, and de- 
sirous that she also should participate in the superior blessings he 
enjoyed from his religious knowledge, he resolved to teach ber 
to read, and in due time accomplished the pleasing task ; aflord, 
ing, by this means, ® stream of comfort ; an inexhaustible source 
of delight, which she confessed had made ber the happiest of wo- 
men. It pleased the Almighty to open her heart, that, like Lydia, 
she might attend to the things that were spoken, and with Mary 
sit at the Saviour’s feet, and hear his word. She added, that 
during her son’s absence, it was her delight to meditate on the 
sacred Volume, whose divine truths had filled her soul with ham- 
ble hope, and holy joy, and afforded her that peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away! and this being conveyed 
through the medium of a beloved child, added those ineffable see; 
sations, which only a parent’s heart can know, to all its other de- 
lights. Such is the little history of the Dundee Boy. Had ! 
known it when I passed through that town, says the relater, I 
would have been more particular. Can we read this narrative 
without recollecting our Saviour’s words on a similar occasion, 
* Go thou and do likewise.” © : 











THE PLAY HOUSE THE SCHOOL OF VICE 


‘When Sir Matthew Hale, the lord chief justice in the court 
of King’s Bench, was a student at Oxford, we are informed that 
he was induced to attend the exhibitions of the stage, contrary to 
his better jadgment, It was not long, however, before he disco- 
vered that, in proportion as these entertainments gained upon his 
affections, his habits of seriousmess relaxed, and his plans of 
stady were disconcerted. He saw that bis temporal prospects 
were in imminent danger of being imtercepied, and above all, 
his religious prisciples of being loosened and eradicated. He 
therefore made a tow, ‘“ That he would never see a play more ;” 
and it redounds to his honor, that the vow which he made at Ox- 
ford, he never violated through the course of his life. 

The example of Sir Matthew Hale, cannot be too earnestly re- 
commended to the imitation of the youth of both sexes, who wish 
to preserve the principles of chastity and sobriety. It is the im- 
perious duty of every parent, who wishes to promote the present 

ce and future happiness of his children, ta.warn them against 
the balefal consequences of attending the play house. [f it be 
concluded that harmless satisfaction may be found in the charms 
of music and poetry, in specimens of refined sentiment, and in 
the elocution, yet, it is certain that, the gratification arising from 
these sources may be too dearly bought. When all the circum- 
stances which are inseparably connected with modern play hous- 
es, are gravely considered, it is not possible that any man, who 
pretends to religion, can recommend the sober young man, or 
ee virgin, to attend such places. In the present times, 
profaneness and immorality of various kinds are interwoven in 
the very constitution of a dramati¢ exhibitiog, and are vitally es- 
sential to its success and popularity. 

Names do not alter the nature of good andevil. The bouada- 
ries of virtue and vice, of religion and profaneness, are marked 
by a clear line of distinction. e do not scruple to declare our 
pointed reprobation of the pretended morality of modern plays. 
Did we wish to root up from the mind, every religious and moral 
principle, to tempt our dayghters to barter away the brightest 
jewel of their sex ; to inflame the passions of our sons, and aban- 
don them to their lawless empire ; did we wish our children to 
be more familiar with crime, to harden and enure them to scenes 
of blasphemy, cruelty, revenge and prostitation, we would in- 
vite them to attend the most popular plays, which are now per- 
formed on the stage ; we would send them for instruction to the 
German School, where vice is decked gmt in the garb of virtue ; 
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where a casual act of generosity is ho pgp whiist obvious anq 
commanded duties are to be trampled on, and a fit of charity, js 
made the sponge to wipe out every sin, and the substance of 
every virtue : We would inviie them tothe plays of Pizarro, th. 
Stranger and John Bull, where the spurieus virtues are blazop. 
ed out, whilst those which are genuine are thrown into the bie 
ground and degraded. In the one is a bold and sentimenig 
strumpet, whom the passions of lust and jealousy prompt to fol. 
low the adventures of ber paramour. In the other, an adultress 
who had forsaken her amiable husband, and lived in criminal 
commerce with her seducer In the last. the daughter of ap 
humble tradesman suffers herself to be seduced by the son of g 
baronet, flies from the roof of her most affectionate father, and 
afterwards is united in marriage to the despoiler of her virtue, 
To the shame and disgrate of the age in which we live, these 
three women are the prominent characters of the respective 
pieces, and instead of being held up as warnings to others, they 
are made the objects of sympathy. esteem and admiration! » 

Vide the Rev P Thirlwall’s Appendia to the life and death 
of Sir Matthew Hale. 


COWARDS AND INFIDELS. 
Revelations, xxi. 8. 


Dr. Barrow has observed, that these two characters are well 
joined, among those who shall have their portion in the lake that 
urns with fire and brimstone. . 
Cowards are ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, and dare nd 
believe the truth of it. Infidels reject it altogether. 
Cowards are ashamed of the children of God, and are afraid 
of being ranked with them. Infidels do not see that the righteous 


is more excellent than his neighbor. 
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death 


Lhe books of the New Testament were writicn by those persons 
to whem they are ascribed, and contuin « faithfui histary of 
Christ and his religion ; and the account there given of both, 
may be securely relied upon as strictly true. 


TH books which contain the history of Christ and of the 
Christian religion, are the four gospels and the Acts of the Apos- 
ties. ‘Phat the gospels were written by the persons whose name 
they bare, namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, there is no 
more reason to doubt, than that the histories which we baveé un- 
der the names of Xenophon, Livy or Tacitus, were written by 
those authors. 

A great many passages are alluded to or quoted from the Evan- 
gelists, exactly as we read them now, by aregul«r succession of 
Christian writers, from the time of the aposties down to this 
hour; and at a very early period their names are mentioned as 
the authors of their respective gospels; which is more than can 
be said for any other ancient historian whatever.* 

These books have always been considered by the whole Chris. 
tian world, from the apostolic age, as containing a faithful history 
of their religion, and therefore they ought to be received as such ; 
just as we allow the Koran to contain a genuine aceount of the 
Mahometan religion, and the sacred’ books of the Bramins to 
contain a true representation of the Hindoo religion. 

That all the facts related in these writings, and the accounts 
given of every thing our Saviour said and did, are also strictly 
true, we have the most substantial grounds for believing : 

For, in the first place, the writers had the very best means of 
information, and could not possibly be deceived themselves. 

And, in the next plece, they could have no conceivable induce- 
ment for imposing apon others. 

St. Matihew and St. John were two of our Lord?s apostles ; 
his constant companions and attendants thréughout the whole of 
his ministry. They were actually present at the scenes which 
they describe ; ewe witnesses of the facts, apd ear witnesses of 
the discourses which they relate. 

St. Mark and St. Luke though not” themselves apostles. yet 
were the contemporaries and companions of apostles, and in ha- 
bits of society and friendship with those who had*been present at 
the transactions which they record. St. Luke expressly says this 
in the beginning of his gospel, which opens with these words: 
“ Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 


* Lardner’s Credibility, b. i. and -Paley’a Evidences, vel. 1. 
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declaration of those things which are most surely believed a:xup 
us; even as thex delivered them unto us. which from the begin. 
ning were eye wiinesses and ministers of the word, it seemed 
good to me also huving had perfect understanding of all things 
rom the very first, to write unto thee, in order, most excellen 
heophilus. that thou mightest Know the certainty of those thing 
wherein thou hast been instructed ” St. Luke also being the ay. 
thor of the Acts of the Apostles, we have, for the writers of thes 
five books, persons who had the most perfect knowledge of every 
thing they relate, either from their own personal observation, or 
from immediate communications with those who sew and bearg 
every thing that passed. 

They could not, therefore, be themselves ‘deceived ; nor could 
they have the least inducement, or the least inclination to deceive 
others. 

They were plain. honest, artless, unlearned men, in very how. 
ble occupations of life, and utterly incapable of inventing or car. 

ing on such a refined and complicated system of fraud, as the 
Christian religion must have been if it was not true. ‘There are, 
besides, the strongest marks of fairness, candor, simplicity and 
truth throughout the whole of their narratives. Their greatest 
enemies have never attempted to throw the least stain upon their 
characters ; and how then can they be supposed capable of se 

ross an imnosition as that of asserting and prepagating the most 
impudent fiction? They could gain by it neither pleasure, proft 
nor power On the contrary, it brought upon them the mos 
dreadful evils, and even death itself If therefore, they were 
cheats, they were cheats without any motive, and without any 
advantage ; nay, contrary to every motive and every advantage 
that usually influence the actions of men. They preached a reli. 

ion which forbids falsehood under pain of eternal punishment, 
and yet, on this supposition. they supported that religion by false- 
hood ; and whilst they were gui'ty of the basest and most useless 
knavery themselves, they were taking infinite pams, and going 
through the gréatest labor and sufferings, in order to teach hones. 
ty to all mankind. 

Is this credibly ? Is this possible ? Is not this a mode of acting 
so contrary to all experience, to all the principles of human na 
tare. and to all the usual motives of human condoct, as to exceed 
the utmost bounds of belfef, and to compel every reasonable mat 
to reject at ence so Monstrous a supposition. 

The facts, therefore, related in the gospels, and the Acts of the 
Apostles, even those evidently miraculons, must be true ; for the 
testimony of those who die for what they assert is evidence suffi 
cient to support any miracle whatever And this opinion of thei 
veracity is strongly confirmed by the following considerations : 





Where are, in all the sacred writings of the New Testament, 
gontinual aliusious and reierences to things, persons, places, man- 
pers, custonis and opinions, which are tound to be perfectly con- 
formable to the real state of things, al that time, as represemed by 
disinterested and contemporary writers. Had their story been a 
forgery, they would certainly have been detected in some mistake 
er other concerning these incidental circumstances, which yet 
they have never once been. 

Then, as tothe facts themselves which they relate, great num- 
bers of them are mestioned and admuted both by Jewish and 
Roman historians ; such as the star that appeared at our Saviour’s 
birth, the journey of the wise men to Bethlehem, Herod’s mar- 
der of the iniants ander two years old, many paricalars concern- 
ing John the Baptist and Herod, the crucifiction of our Lord un- 
der Pontius Plate, and the earthquake and miraculous darkness 
which attended it. Nay,even many of the miracles which Jesus 
himself wrought, particularly the curing the laine and blind, and 
casting out devils, are, as to the matiers of fuct, euptesely own- 
ed and admitted by several of the earliest and most implacable 
enemies of Christianity. For though they ascribed these mira, 
cles to the assistance of evil spirits, yet they allowed that the mi- 
racles themselves were actually wrought. * 

This testimony of our adversaries, even to the miraculous parts 
of the sacred history, is the strongest possible confirmation of 
the trath and authority of the whole — 

‘It is also certain, that the books of the New Testament have 
come down to the present times without any material alteration or 
corruption ; amd that they are. in all essential points, the same as 
they came from the hands of their authors. 

That in the various transcripts of these writings, as in all other 
ancient books, a few letters, syllables or even words, may have 
been changed, we do not pretend to deny ; but that there has been 
any designed or freudulent corruption of any considerable part, 
especially of any doctrine, or any important passage of history, 
noone has ever attempted, or been able to prove. Indeed it was 
absolutely impossible. There ean be no doubt bui that, as soon as 
any of the original writings came out of the hands of their au- 
thors, great numbers of copies were immediately taken, and sent 
to ailthe different Christian churches We know that they were 

blicly read in the religious assemblies of the figst Christians, 

e know, also, that they were very soon translated into a varie- 
ty of foreign languages, and these ancient versions (many of 
which still remain) were quickly dispersed into al! parts of the 
kpown world ; nay, even several of the original manuscripts re- 


@larke’s Evidences of Nat. and Rev. Religion. 
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mained to thetime of Tertullian, at the end of the second century.9 
There’ are numberiess ‘quotations from every part of the New 
Testament by Christian writers, from, the earliest ages down to 
the present, all which substantially agree with the present text of 
the sacred writings. Besides which, a variety of sects and here. 
sies soon arose in the Christian church, and each of these appealed 
to the scriptures for the truth of their doctrines. It would, there. 
. fore, have been utterly impossible for any one sect to have made 
any material alteration in the sacred books, without being imme. 
diately detected and exposed by all the others.¢ Their mutual 
jealousy and stispicion of each other, would effectually preven 
any gross adalation of the sacred volames; and with respect to 
lesser matters, the best and most able critics have, after the most 
‘minate examination, asserted and proved, that the holy scriptures 
of the New Testament have'suffered less from the injury of time, 
and the errors of transcribers, than any other ancient writings 
whatsoever, = 


* Grotius de Ver. !. 3. s. 2. 
t Beattie, vol. 1. p. 189. 


WISDOM. 


. Irs counterfeit is a ceriain impediment to the acquisition of 
yas wisdom, and proves a source of many evils; it should there. 
ore be dragged to the light, that men miay see, detest and shunt 
«Wisdom and pride are so inconsistent, that they cannot exis 
in’the same person, yet so deceitful is the human heart, that 
numbers are proud of something which they esteem wisdom, but 
which. as it only puffeth them up, must stand in direct opposition 
to.that wisdom which cometh from above, as wel! as to that love 
which edifieth. Too many there are of this description, whose 
aim it is to shine in company ; they are frequently engaged in the 
delineation of characters, informing you not, only of the words 
and. actions of their neighbors, bat of the interna! sources and 
motives. from whence they proceed. Of the conduct of met 
whose employment is of a public nature, they can give you mi: 
nute details, and point out faults to show their own discernmen". 
They look much into the concerns of others, and endeavor ui: 
apparently fo thrust themselves hetween man and man,as umpires, 
as persons of discernment, who will decide with the utmest 1m 
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partiality. As members of the community, they study to find out the. 
impertection of every old established rule, as well as every new. 
one which does not origiuate with themselves, that they may be 
the authors of new plans. Qu a review of these persons it evi- 
dently appears that they are boasters of themselves, calumuiators, 
busy bodies in other men’s matters, and innovators merely for 
the purpose of setting up their own — : And certainly, hie 
thus spent, must be unacceptable to God, injurious to the interests 
of society, as also to the individual whose time is spent in such a 
way, that he is lifted up in his own esteem, and then east down 
into the condemnation of the devil 

Genuine wisdom proceeds from above, and enters the soul of 
man by a process somewhat similar to the following:-—A man 
who does not shat his eyes against the divine light, receives paip- 
ful and increasing discoveries of his ignorance, sin and misery - 
He applies tothe Father of lights and mercy, to whom he is di- 
rected by the eternal Spirit, and finds access through the blessed 
Redeemer. At this mercy seat he pleads with God, and ceases 
not his importunity till Christ is made ano him wisdom and 
righteousness. And now, being constrained by his love, and 
strengthened by his power, he renders a willing attenuon, and 
cheerfal obedience to the dictates of his Almighty Deliverer.. In 
this true light he views the things of eternity, as eternal realities, 
and the things of time. as momentary and uusubstanual. The 
wisdom of this man appears in that happy consistency which 
subsists between his views and deportment. The salvation of 
his soul he pursues with all his might; nevertheless, he does not 
neglect his temporal concerns; these claim his secundary atten- 
tion ; of course, as a man divinely taught, he adds dilhgence in 
business, to fervency of spirit; and this he does, not to agyran- 
dize himself, not to seek that honor which cometh from man, but 
in singleness of heart to please the Lord. He is not anxious to 
appear wise before men, but conscientiously endeavors to keep 
from. wicked and foolish actions. 


‘* Who reasons wisely, is not therefore wise: 
His pride in reasoning, not in action lies.” 


As men, who are high in their own esteem, look upon others 
with a degree of pity, if not centempt ; so on the contrary, the 
possessor of heavenly wisdom, is not wise in his own conceit ; 
but prefers others before himself: And the reasons why he does 
so are obvious. He is deeply conscious that he has no good but 
what he has received from above; he still feels his own imper- 
fections ; yea, and the light with which heaven favors him, dis- 
covers those which before were to him invisible. The impure 
sprees of his neighbor’s heart he does not meddle with, knowing 














that it is God's jar prerogative to try the reins of the chil. 
dren of men: But on his neighbor’s public conduct he pats the 
best construction, having that love which hopeth all things. Add 
to this, the honest severity with which he scratinizes his own 
heart, and you will expect to fiad him in his own place, in the 
dust of humility, where God Almighty would have him to be, 
and where he actuslly is. . Yet the grace of God is with him: 
As Moses, his face shines, but he.is frequently unconscious of it ; 
he reflects divine light upon his fellow creatures, who take know. 
Tedve that he has been, and still is with Jesus. 

To obtain this Wisdom, close attention to the Spirit and word 
of God is absolutely necessary, as also to the dispensations of hea. 
ven. God speaketh once, yea twice. ;—by his mercies, and by 
his judgments. Io the day of prosperity, rejoice, in the day of ad- 
versity consider. In attending to these we shall discover our 
danger, and our great need of redeeming grace to avoid it 

This will naturally lead us to the duty of earnest prayer ; for 
“ if any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth toall 
‘men liberally, and upbraideth not” But let us not ask amiss 
that we may consume it on our lusts Grace is given that we may 
“¢ serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear.” Thea 
Jet us be stimulated to diligence; and not only from a sense of 
duty, but with a view to the accomplishment of the precious pro- 
mises which the Lord makes to every man whore soul followeth 
hard after him ‘ The faithfol man shall abound in blessings ” 
“¢ ‘T’o him that hath shall be given, and he shail have more abun. 
dantly :” “ God resisteth the proud, but giveth more grace to the 
hamble.” “ So teach us to number our days, that we maay apply 


our hearts unto wisdom !” 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


From Aere to Nazareth. 


(CoNTINUBD PROM PAGE 360.) 


Tas charch and convent of Nezareth, in their present state, 
exhibit superstructure of very recent date; having been repaired, 
er entirely rebuilt, in no*very distant period; when the monks 








were probably indebted to some ingenious mason for the mirged: 
fous position of the piliar in the subterraneous chapel, whose two 
fragments, consisting of different substances, now so natorally 

ive the lie to each other The more ancient structure was erected 
Bs the mother of Constantine; and its remains may be observed 
in the form of subverted columns, which, with the fragments of 
their capitals and bases, lie near the modern building. ‘The pre- 
sent church is handsome and full of pictures, most of which are 
of modern date, and all of them below mediocrity. Egmont and 
Heyman mention an aneient portrait of our Saviour, brought hi- 
fher from Spain by one of the Fathers, having » Latin inscription, 
eeeeeeng that itis ‘ the trae image of Jesus Christ, sent to king 
Abgarus. 

he other objects of veneration in Nazareth, at every one of 

which indulgencies are sold to travellers, are, 1. The work shop 
ef Joseph, which is near the convent, and was formerly included 
within its walls; this is now a small chapel, perfectly modern, 
and lately whitewashed. 2. The Synagogue, where Cbrist is 
said to have read the Scriptures to the Jews, at present a church. 
3. A precipice without the town, where they say the Messiah. 
leaped down to eseape the rage of the Jews, after the offence his 
speech in the Synagogue had occasioned, Here they show the 
impression of his hand, made as he sprang from the rock. From 
the description given by St Luke, the monks affirm, that, ancient- 
ly, Nazareth stood eastward of its present situation, upon a more 
olevated spot. The words of the Evangelist are, however, re- 
markably explicit, and prove the situation of the ancient city to 
have been precisely that which is now occupied by the medern 
town. Induced, by the words of the Gospel, to examine the 
place more attentively than we should have otherwise done, we 
went, as itis written, “‘ out of the city, unto the brow of the hill 
whereon the city ts built,” and came to a preeipice corresponding 
with the words of the Evangelist. It is above the Maronite 
charch, and probably the precise spot alladed to by the text of St. 
Loke’s gospel. 

But because the monks and friars, who are most interested in 
such discoveries, have not found within the gospels a sufficient 
number of references in Nazareth, whereupon they might erect 
pone for the sale of their indulgencies, they have actually taken 
the liberty to add to the writings of the Evangelists, by making 
them vouch for a number of absurdities, concerning which not a 
syllable occurs within their records, It were an endless task to 
enumerate all these. One celebrated relique may however be 
mentioned ; because there is not the slightest notice of any suck 
thing inthe New Testament ; and because his Holiness the Pope 

not scrupled to vouch for its authenticity, as wel! as to grant 
very plenary indulgence to those pilgrims whe visit the place 





408 


where it is exhibited. ‘This is nothing more than a large stone 
on whiclthey affirm that Christ did eat with his disciples, both 
beforeand after his resurrection They have built.a chapel over 
it ; and-upon the walls of this building, several copies of a printed 
certificate; asserting its title to reverence, are affixed. ‘Phere js 
pot anobject in eil-Nazareth so much the resort of pilgrims as 
this stone—Greeks, Catholics, Arabs, and even ‘Turks ; the two 
former-classes, on account of the seven years’ indulgence granted 
tothose who visit it; the two latter, because that they believe tia; 
some virtue must reside within a stone before which all comers 
are so eager to prostrate themselves. 

As we passed through the streets, loud screams, as of a person 
frantic with rage and grief, drew our attention towards a misera. 
ble hovel, whence we perceived'a woman issuing hastily, witha 
cradle, containing an infant. Having placed the child upon am 
area before her dwelling, she as quickly ran back again ; we thea 
perceived her beating something violently, ali the while filling the 
air with the most piercing sh:ieks Running to see what was the 
cause of her cries, we observed an enormous serpent, which she 

«had found near ber infant, and had completely dispatched before 
our arrival Never were maternal feelings more strikingly pour- 
trayed than in the countenance of this woman. Not satistied with 
having killed the animal, she continued her blows until she had 
reduced it to atoms, unheeding any thing that was said to her, 
and only abstracting her attention from its mangled body to cast, 
occasionally, a wild and momentary glance towards her child.’ 

In the evening we visited the environs, and walking to the 
brow of a hill above the town, were gratified by on interesting 
prospect of the long valley ef Nazareth, and some hills between 
‘whieh a road leads tothe neighboring Plain of Esdraelon. and to 
Jerusalem. Some of the Arabs came to converse with us. We 
were surprized to hear them speaking Italian: they said they had 
been early instructed in this language by the friars of the Con- 
vent ‘Their conversation was full of complaints against the ra- 
pacious tyranny of their governers. One of them said, * Beg- 
gars in England are happier and better than we poor Arabs.’ 
* Why better ? said one of our party * Happier,’ replied the 
Arab who had made the observation, ‘in a good government: 
better, because they will not endure-a bad one.’ 

-. "Phe plants near the town were almost al! withered. We foand 
only four of which we were able to select tolerable specimens. 
These were, the new species of Dianthus mentioned in the ac- 
count of our journey from Sephoury, the Syrian ‘Pink, or Dian- 
thus ‘Monadelphus ; the: Ammi Copticum ; and the Anethum 
Graveolens ; these were carefully placed in’ our herbary, 45 "¢- 
morials of the interesting spot whereon they were collected We 
ebserved the manner of getting in the harvest: it is carried 0” 
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hhe backé of earnels; and the corn being afterwards placed ia 
heaps, is trodden out by. bullocks walking in a circle; something 
like the mode of treading corn in the Orimea, where horses are 
used for this purpose. 

_. The second night after our arrival, as soon as it grew dark, we 
all stretched ourselves upon the floor of our apartment, not with- 
oat serious alarm of catching the plague, but tempted by the ho 
6} obtaining a little repose. ‘I'his we had found impracticable the 
night before, in consequence of the vermin. The hope was how- 
ever, vain ; not one of our party could close his eyes. Every 
instant it was necessary to rise, and endeavor to shake off the 
noxious animals with which our bodies were covered In addi- 
tion to this penance, we were serenaded. until four o’clock in the 
morning, the hour we had fixed fer our departure, by the con- 
stant ringing of a chapel bell, as a charm against the plague ; by 
the barking of dogs; braying of asses ; howling of jackalls, and 
the squalling ef children. 


To the Editor of the Western Christian Monitor. 
Camsnipes, O. Juxuy 15th, 1816: 
Dean Sir, 


Art the request of Brother J Quinn, I send you an account 
of an occurrence which took place pear here some time ago, 


THOMAS SARCHET. 






Daniel Ferbrache, was born of poor but. religious parents, 
who strove to teach him to fear and serve the Lord. Bat like 
most other giddy young men, he paid _ bat litile attention to the 
wise and wholesowe admonitions of his. pious parents He ap- 
peared to place his hopes of happiness upon the transitory and 
delusive pleasures of this world About three weeks before the 
dreadful accident, whichterminated his worldly career, took place, 
he was with a party of young people dancing and frolicking, as 
thoughtless young fulks are went todo. Being young and vigor- 
ous, he probably promised himself many such parties ef pleasure, 
and anamber of years of uninterrupted health and gaiety, before 
he thought it would be necessary for him to prepare to meet deatte 
De 
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Little did he dream that it was so near at hand, and that it was 
already bigh time to trim his lamp and prepare to meet the bride. 
groom. 

In the winter of 1813, he was working with his uncle, Peter 
Sarchet, at the Muskingum salt works; when about 8 o’clock 
one morning in attempting to puta log of wood into the furnace, 
which was heated nearly to a white heat, he accidentally tell in, 
No persons being near the furnace at the time toassist him, he, by 
severe struggling, got out himself, and ran to.a small run about two 
or three rods from the furnace, the few remaining clothes on him 
being all in a blaze, and laid himself down on the ice. At this 
time he was alone ; but some person accidentally coming to the 
farnace, found him fainting on the-ice, his clothes a!l burnt off, 
except his boots. He was burnt all over, except his feet, as black 
as a negre. He was then taken on a blanket, 15 or 20 rods 
to his uncle’s house. When he came to himself, he asked his 
uncle what he thought of his situation—* My poor child,’ said 
he, ‘ you are a dead man. Call on the Lord for pardon ; you 
have no time to lose. Pray to God to heve mercy on you and 
forgive your sins, through the merits of Jesus Christ’ The 
young man at first wished to see his parents, but as they were 
22 miles off. they did not come before he expired. His uncle 
told him they could not assist him ; that he could have help only 
from the Lord. He then began to pray earnestly to God to have 
mercy on his soul. He told his uncle, that he had prayed while 
he was inthe furnace. He continued wrestiing in prayer until 
God spake peace to his soul. Then. with his eyes looking stead- 
fastly towards heaven. he exclaimed, ‘ Now I see my Jesus, 
who is willing and able to save me’ Afterward he made no 
more enquiry about his parents. But he exclaimed against the 

easures of this world, and shouted victory over the fear of death. 


| 
He bid adieu to all about him. and exhorted them to shun the 
pleasures of the world, and flee from the wrath to come. He 


attempted to sing— 


‘ Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
He whom I fix my hones upon: 
His track I see, and Vil pursue, 
The narrow way, till him I view.’ 


He continued in this sitaation until 4 o’clock in the afternoog, 
when he gave un his spirit with peace and composure of mind; 
having enjoved his speech, sight, hearing and understanding # 
the last moment. 











A short aecount of Elizabeth Rainhart. 


Elizabeth Rainhart, the daughter of the Rev. Henry Baker, 
was bore in L705. She received a religious education under the 
tuition of her pious parents, Her father was a native of Germa- 
ny Hecame to Atmerica when about 12 years old ; embraced 
religion when young and beeame a minister of the a in 
connection with the celebrated Utterbine of the city of Balti- 
more Her mother was an amiable woman, and distinguished 
for her piety ; but she left the wold while Elizabeth was a child, 
However, the tender coneern of Mr. B_ ker for the piritaal wel- 
fare of his child:en. supplied, in some degree. the want of a pi- 
ous mother. But when Eliz beth had reached her fourteenth 
year, she saffered another loss. Her pious father was taken to 
his reward About two years after this she embraced religion, 
und became a member of the Methodist church, She had many 
difficutties in her way ; bat she surmounted them all, and pressed 
forward in the path of life. She was very careful not to neglect 
the means of grace ; and was particularly faithful in attending 
class meeting She was of a mild, amiable and cheerful dispo- 
sition, She was patient in tribulation and resigned in affliction. 

In 1809 she was married to Mr. James Rainhart, who made 
her an agreeable husband She lived with him about four years, 
They had one child, a son. 

Before her marriage, she enjoyed a very good state of health ; 
bat soon after her health began to decline. From the 25th day 
of September 1812, at which time her child was born, ber mor- 
tal system began rapidly to fail. 

The patience and resignation which she exercised in her sick- 
ness, was an incoptestible evidence of the divine comforts and 
supports that she received from that system of evangelical truth 
which she had embraced. Her whole soal seemed to be in 
quietness, while she talked of her affliction and approaching dis- 
solution, She knew she had a building of God. an house not 
made with hunds eternal in the heavens and desired to be cloth- 
ed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life Her 
illness from first to last, was not less than three years: all ef 
which time she was aniformly pious, a pattern of patience and 
resignation to the willof God In all her conduct and conversa- 
lion, her language was ‘ Father not my will, bot thine be done.’ 

At length, between Christmas and new year’s day, 1812, she 
was forthe last time, confined to a sick bed, in which she con- 
tinued till the 3ist of March, 1813 Through the whole of this 
ime, she was happy in the enjoyment of the love of Christ. 
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Mer iapguage and looks discovered heaven inher soul. @n Sa. 
turday before she died, the Rev. Mr. Lawmdon visited ber in the 
evening, and prayed with her After he went away, she was 
taken delirious, and remained so for some time. When she came 
to herself, she called one of her brothers to her, and told him, the 
Lord is come and 1} shall soop go, exhorting him to be faithful, 
and expect soon to follow her. Her brother went to prayer. | 
was oue of the most solemn times, lL eversaw. Afiera few mi. 
nutes she said, ‘“ I feel better in body” The Sunday morn'ng 
following, she was very much distressed in body, and expressed 
an earnest desire to depart and be with Christ. ‘The Rev. Mr. 
Cloud visited her this day: she said to him, though the pains of 
my body are great, yet the smiles of-Christ more than counterbal. 
ance them. She expressed an unshaken confidence in God, and 
seemed to be filled with unspeakable peace In the evening she 
felt less pain and rested better. She continued so through the 
Dight, and the next day and night. But at the same time. she 
was assaulted by the enemy of her soul. But God delivered her; 
and she longed to be dismissed from this cumbersome clay, that 
she might see him in his beauty and glory. She seemed to view 
her smiling God, and heavenly messengers ready to convey her 
home to his embraces. ‘The name of Jesus afforded her infinite 
delight. O how melodiously would she sound his name! 0 
blessed Jesus! O blessed Jesus! His divine image was enstamp- 
edon hersoul. Heaven beamed inher countenance. On Tues- 
day morning her complaint returned with increasing violence, 
and death seemed to be at hand. We waited every moment te 
see her departure. However, she continued till Wednesday 
morning a short time before day. Ali this while she continued 
to witness to all around the love of God ; exhorting them to serve 
him ; and praising God herself, because he had made her meet 
for heaven, and given her a hope full of immortality and eternal 
life. Inthe course of the night my brother Daniel Baker, whom 
she expressed a great desire to sec, came ; and as he approached 
her, she affectionately beheld him, and said to him, ‘ When I 
embraced religion, you used to laugh at me. and make sport of 
me—but now I am going to die happy in the possession of that 
religion. She then made him promise he would seek religion, 
and recommended the care and education of her son to him and 
her husband. She took an affectionate farewell of her uncle and 
aunt, expressing strong confidence that a!l their family would 
embrace religion, and meet her in glory. She then rehearsed the 
following words - 


*€ Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, 
Take life or friends away ; 
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Bat let me find them all again 
In that eternal day.” 


Immediately after, with a smiling countenance, and without a 
groan, she fel) into the arms of death, like one going into a calm 
and sy eet sleep, 


«* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast [Jean my head, 
Aud breathe my life oyt sweetly there.” 


J. B, 





The life, conversion and death of Mrs. H. B , aged 42, 

briefly sketched for the entertainment of the pious, and de- 
dicated to her disconsolate husbend and unfortunate children, 
by one who venerates the memory of the just. 





Mrs. H B , bornin Easton, Penn. Nov. 20th, 1773, 
was educated under the tuition of parents professedly pious, until 
the age of 14; at which time her mother died, full of the hopes 
of heaven, and with great confidence in God. At the age of 17 
she married, Her situation in life was comfortable; peace and 

lenty descended upon her and her companion. Mrs. B. had 
~~ blessed with six children, when she was arrested with an 
asthmatic complaint that became chronic, and finally brought her 
tothe grave. But notwithstanding her affliction and debility, 
she was the mother of ten children. 

Fifteen years after her marriage, the family met with a reverse 
of fortune, by a number of concurring causes, which, evi- 
dently unavoidable and providential, reduced the family to a situ- 
ation quite dependent, humble and obscure. About this time, 
Mrs. B. became much exercised concerning her situation with 
regard to a future state. Her afflictions and misfortunes brought 
to her mind the recollection of the instability of all earthly things, 
and the importance of laying up treasure in heaven During this 
state of things, in the summer of 1810. while in a melancholy 
mood of thought, she went, in company with her husband and 
two of her eldest children to a neighbor’s dwelling. at which 
place there was to be preaching. Here, in the time of divine 
Worship, she was converted to God, in a manner that became at 
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ence the subject of astonishment and praise. She immediately 
and unreservedly engaged in the duties of a hoiy life. [i was 
pow manifest that she had become a new creature. She ap. 
peared to take her leave of the world at the moment of her cop. 
version. She greatly delighted ia the means of grace. Frog 
the ordinances of the Lord’s house, public worsmip, the minis. 
try of the word, family devotion and private prayer, she derived 
great consolatiun, She made it an invariable maxim of her life 
to pray eight or ten times every day, and fast twice or thrice in 
each week, when her health allowed. It was her uniiorm con. 
duct in the absence of her husband, to pray in her tamily morning 
and evening Sihie was ever glad to attend the house of prayer, 
and felt uncommon thanktuiness for the privileges of Christian 
conference, and the opportunity of relating to her friends the de. 
vout and pious exercises Of her mind and heart, which were 
highly replenished with divine goodness. She used to talk about 
heaven in language that resembled tie rapturous accents of ser. 
te harmovy. She spoke of this world as hanging loosely 
about her, as a place in which she wished to reside no longer 
than was necessary to prepare her for the fruition of God in 
glory She anticipated the near approach of death with smiles 
of contentment Her asthmatic attacks were so frequently se. 
vere, that her friends apprehended her death many times before 
itcame During one of these attacks, she asked, * Am I go. 
ing ©” I told her taulteringly, “ I do not know ” She then, with 
an air of collected sweetness exclaimed, Heavenly Father, nol 
my will, but thine be done f¥ have often heard her tell her bus. 
band, that it was a reflection which she had long indulged, that 
if they had not lost their pessessions in this world, they would 
have had none in the world to come 
Mrs. B. had by nature, passions warm and quick ; her imma. 
ination was lively and fervid, her feelings tender and delicate. 
She was sensibly moved at the sight of human wae. The sf- 
ferings of the sick, the poor, the needy and the wretched, deeply 
affected her soul. She was naturally disposed te be elated with 
prosperity, and depressed with adversity Mer temper was irti- 
table, and she often yielded to violent anger before she possessed 
the converting grace of God. But religion came to ber assistance, 
and enabled her to govern all the passions of her heart. It formed 
her mind for adversity. Aoger was never seen to ga'n the as 
cendant over her after her conversion to the day of her death. 
This amiable woman was much attached to solitude. The 
reader is requested to remember that these seersing incongrulties 
in life may be reconciled ; for though her mind by nature was 
formed for society ; yet grace led her to seek improvement in the 
retirement of solitade. In her devotional exercises and religious 
duties, she was exact and faithful. A very considerable part af 
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thefime between rising and breakfast, (and she usually rose be» 
fore day unless illness prevented) Was spent in secret prayer, 
reading, singing and family devotion. ‘Through the course of 
the day, she had hours consecrated for ihe purpose of religious 
improvement, in which she emphaticelly lived * in audience with 
the Deity ;” the evening was spentiathe same way But in the 
midst of all this attention to the obligations of holy living, she was 
an unreproached pattern of industry and frugality ; lived the life 
and done the part of a provident mother ‘I'hus, though fond of 
company and accustomed io much of it, she bad, and would 
have, her solitary retreats from the bustle of life She gratified 
no inclination to the offence of her maker. She had learned to 
form a@ proper estiinate of human life She thought correctly on 
the fluctuating nature of all earthly bliss, and the short duration of 
all terrestrial good. Religion was ber delight, and God her por- 
tion, a portion the glory of which transcends the eternal lustre of 
the heavens. With this confidence she endured the fight of af- 
fiction, and confrented the visage of death with an aspect of an-- 
elic complacency, even in the darkest hour of his boasted reign. 
rs B. was frequently heard to express her astonishment at the 
reluctance with which even good people seemed to look upon 
death. ‘That it would deprive us of the society of the living is 
certain, but it would introduce us into the company of more ius. 
irious society God, saints and angels will be the objects of our 
vision, and the ransomed armies shall be the society with which 
we shall be united in bonds of indissoluble union, through eternal 
duration Such were the meditations of her pious heart and 
the instructions of her oe lips. In the summer of 1815, she 
was attacked with her last illness Some few days before she was 
taken so ill, she was at the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. A 
preparatory lecture was delivered in the spirit of the gospel, 
which, I am told, was remarkably appropriate. clear, animated 
and powerful. In the act of commemoration, Mrs. B. was much 
aillicted and much revived. She spoke of the blood of Christ ag 
cleansing from all sin, and the efficacy of religion, in preparing 
her happy soul for dhe rest of the righteous, and the blessedness 
of living in the regions of everlasting day. Itis well known that 
she shed many tears prayed devoutly, and appeared uncommonly 
happy She seemed to possess unutterable enjoyment in the house 
of the Lord, This was the time of bestowing great grace on this 
afflicted woman, to enable her to endure extraordinary trials ing 
long and tedious affliction of fifteen weeks She suffered patient-. 
ly, and waited for the salvation of the Lord. She never com- 
plained, but was always resigned to the will of God, who knows 
whereof we are made, and remembers we are dust. She exe 
pected to die from the time of her increased illness; but she was 
Rot afraid to die, 
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The interview between her and her eldest son, aged 19, wai 
most affecting lt took place on Tuesday the 5th of September; 
after a separation of seven months. Upon his approaching the 
door of her room, she exclaimed, ** my child !” sived a fluad o: 
tears, and thanked the Lord for the privilege of seeing her soy 
which she had expected never to enjoy. She rejoiced greatiy. 
Her son wept. The force of sympathetic commiseration wa 
felt by all, on witnessing this scene 

On Wednesday the 6th, the scene of dissolation drew near, 
She spoke seldom ; but was understood distinctly. Her children 
marked the omens of approaching death. Joy forsook the house, 
and a deep gloom of melancholy enshrouded all her friends ‘The 
skill of the physician and the force of medic ne were baffled by 
the operations of mysterious Providence Prayers cevout, fer. 
vent and importunate, were offered to him who heareth in secret; 
but the decree had gone forth. The night was spent in sorrow, 
and the morning came full of sadness. Mrs B talked freely on 
the subject of her departare, and manifested great submission, 
She conversed with her son, and exhorted him to be resigneds 
reminded him of the great things which the Lord had done for 
him, and spoke of a future meeting at God’s right band 

On Thursday night her son asked, “ Are you willing to die” 
she replied, * The will of the Lord be done ” He said { could 
never see you die if there was not a better world than this.” She 
rejoined, “ Neither could [ bear to die; I am resigned to the Lord, 
and not afraid to die,” When she could speak no more, she rais- 
ed her hand twice or thrice in token of confidence in the Lord, 
and the assurance of immortality. Her husband asked her if she 
was going? By a motion ef the head she signified the affirme- 
tive. The solemnities of fatarity came on apace We saw the 
“trembling beams of life fade in her closing eyes ” We waited 
the visit of ministering intelligencies to take her long afflicted und 
and sanctified spirithome Soon after this she was released from 
this prison of clay, and received to ineffable delight in the king- 
dom of God The presence of the Lord seemed to fill the house, 
and we praised God for'the victory of the Suint; and the good- 
ness of the Lord enabled us to adjust our minds to the late severe 
dispensation of his anerring providence. 

Sunsetting. Friday evening, was appointed for her interment 
The Rev E Y was selected to preach at the grave. A numef- 
ous multitude attended. 


“ Had I a poet’s hand and prophet’s fire, 
I'd strike the deep sorrows of my lyre.” 


Zhe preacher seemed filled with the Holy Ghost, and arising 
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with aa air of solemn dignity, published to the congregation the 
following sublime bymn on death : 


“‘ The morning flowers display their sweets, 
And gay their silken leaves anfold,” &c. 


He prayed—and every heart inthe assembly appeared respon- 
sively to beat * Amen.” He preached—the word of life was 
felt by the congregation, and its author adored, with gratitude and 
overwhelming joy. How solemn the seene to all the weeping 
crowd. 


He B— B—. oe 


LIPE AND DEATH 6B 


Ma. BENJAMIN PACE. 


BENJAMIN PACE was born March 27th, 1760. in the 
county of King and Queen His father was a planter, and raised 
his son to thut business. By profession his parents were both 
members of the church of England, and educated their family 
agreeable to the prineiples of that charch. 

The first thing to be taken notice of respecting Benjamin Pace 
when in his youthful days. is, that though fallen as others are, 

et his morality then recommended him, as sarpassing many of 
is equals. He was strictly tenacious of the truth, yet all this 
time he lived without God in the world. 

The manner in which he was brought to experience the power 
of-religion. His father was reduced to a low state of bealth and 
his children were all from home but his son Benjamin; he, like 
Roth who cleaved unto her mother in law, constantly attended 
en his sick father. * God is well pleased with children that are 
dutiful to their parents; and took an occasion, while he was 
writing a spiritual song, to speak to his heart from these words: 
“ To see the Lord in clouds descending. poor sinners speechless 
at his bar” The spirit of the tiving God made the subject appear 
awful; Now he began in earnest to seek the Lord but the 
powers of darkness and unbelief made him to mourn for an ab« 
sent God fer menths; im which kn God sent bis gospel, by the 

& 
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Methodists, into his neighborhood. They were indeed the meg. 
sengers of peace io his afflicted soul, so that he became acquaint. 
ed with God in the pardon of his sins. while God poured out his 
spirit among his neighbors, Now he felt that God was love, and 
rejoiced in hope of his glory. 

This was at a time that few could say from experience, thai 
God bad power on earth to forgive sins ; but it was the beginning 
of gospel days to him and his neighbors, It was in the 19th year 
of his age, on July 28th, 1779, that be experienced converting 

‘ace. Ba ot) i 

He was called out on atour of duty in the American war; and 
being in the army, and having his father’s business to settle, he 
* Was brought to mourn that the candle of the Lord did not shine 
in his soul as it had done ; but he did not turn to the flesh pots of 
Egypt: Like Job, he held his integrity, and waited on God in 
the erdinances of bis house. 

About this time he came to a conclusion to alter his life ; and in 
his choice, surely heaven marked out his help-meet, and gave 
hima daughter of Abraham to wife; whom he found through 
lifea blessing to him. Being members of the same charch, and 
branches of the heavenly vine, they took their course (like the 
lowing milch kine that carried the ark of God to Bethshemesh) 
for Heaven, and daily felt the advantage of being equally yoked 
together. I have heard his wile say, he always was a help to her 
in the time of need, to lift up the hands that hung down. Happy 
are the people whose matrimonial conjunction, like the patriarchal 
staff, is. a support te each other, and comfort through life. 

His Master bad a work for him te do, and he first began pray- 
ing iti class-meeting ; and the good effects of his great and pious 
soul soon appeared, though sorely buffetted by the devil to pre- 
vent his publishing the gospel. But the Lord stoed by him, ani 

ve him to see the fruit of his labor in the prosperity of his ¢lass, 

oth in number and religion. ‘‘ Now did he wash his steps with 
butter, and the rock poured him ont rivers of oil. Job, 29, 6 He 
began to hold meetings at home and other places ; the congrege 
tions increased ; and he more and more manifested to the world, 
that he was called of God to tread his courts, and spread the gos- 
pel of peace and holiness in the land. 

For twenty years did this man shine in the world, recommend- 
ing Obrist and religion, by example and precept, to ali around 
him ; visiting the friends and societies repeatedly in Gloucester 
circuit, who were greatly pleased with, and profitéd by his i- 
strumentality. 

Towards the latter part of his life, he was more abundant in the 
labors of his ministry, attending his own neighborhood, and the 
adjacent counties ; and after preaching hard, and long sermons, 
haptising and burying the dead, he rode long rides home, whie¥ 
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often performed the same day. His tenderness and affection 
were very great to his family, and the necessity of his presen 
and labor at home, carried him veyond his strength, and reduce 
him to a weak and sickly habit: so that it was manifest for 
months belore he left us, that he was going the martyr’s road to 
heaven. 

It was affecting to see him at meetings, worn out in his master’s 
service, unable either to preach or exhort. Once, says he, it was 
a cross fur me to preach, but now, it is a cross to be kept from it. 

Thas he lingered on, still longing for heaven, till the year 1802 ; 
in the forepart of which, the flux prevailed in his neighborhood ; 
and be anong others, was arrested with this complaint, The 
weakness of his body had prepared him for the disorder to rage 
with more violence. , 

A physican was called in, bat all to no purpose. He had 
some impressiong from the first of his being taken, that it was un- 
to death. One who had made death so familiar for a number of 
years, and had adorved bis soul with the wedding garment, did 
not fear the cold arms of death : for in all his sickness, there was 
nothing appeared or expressed like it-; bat he was a pattern of 
patient satiering to the end. 

‘I'o hear so few complaints fram so violent a disorder, and to 
see Qne-so patient under the prevailing malignity thereof, is suffi- 
cient to Jead us to conclude, that God made his bed in his sickness, 
and that patience bad its perfect work. 

He asked the dector to write his will, and when that was done, 
God and heaven, his family and the church, occupied his soul. 
Now, like David giving Solomon his last charge, he called his 
only son to his bed side—what a scene! the son clasping a tender, 
dying father, all bathed in tears, and the father giving the son his 
Jast affectionate, faithful and dying charge! héw near must such 
ason be to such a father ? how earnest must that charge be trom 
such a source of goodness to an unconverted son? how conside- 
rate and affectionate! What doth he manifest to his wife in this 
charge? ‘That the son should be dutiful and good to his mother 
and not distress her. He that went from home so often on the 
Lord’s errands, and returned safe home again, is now upona 
very important journey, toreturn no more. His soul is undaunted 
at death! What magnanimity of mind appears! when he directs 
his shrouding elothes to be brought to him. Let all those who 
doubt the power of religion, meditate a moment on thig scene! 
his shrouding clothes are preparing ; what a serious impression 
must that person have who is doing him this act of kindness ? 
They are brought—is he distressed or alarmed at the sight ? Na. 
He is undaunted asa hero! With some assistance he dressed 
himself for the grave! ‘This was a disiressing time for a tender 
family, that had lived like Dayid and Jonathan together ! £0 see 
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the head setting out on this great journey to return pe more! His 
dear wile was bow on the wing to be off wih him, grieved te 
think that after —; had travelled so long together, he now must 
go “y himself! Yet not atone did he go, he had good company 
enough to go withhim Ps. 23—4 « Yea, though Ll walk through 
the vailey of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me” His soul was clothed with light, as with a gar. 
ment ; and his body shroaded for the grave ; as an Elijah he now 
waited for his Lord to take tum to the sky, to Abraham’s bosom; 
Just as hie wes about to close his eyes in death, his family cried 
our as an Elisha, “ my father! my husband! my brother!” 
which stopped the wheels in their motion. See him recovering 
from death with what silent confidence, and heavenly compo. 
sure, with his hands put together and resting on his breast, he 
looks again towards his friefids, and says with a lamb like voice, 
* You have brought me back again to time!” How tenderly he 
entreats them to dry up their tears, and be resigned to the stroke 
of death—adding that all must die. "This was in the forepart of 
the day. He lay with his hands clasped on his breast, composed 
as death, till about two o’clock, when a friend came to visit him, 
and sung, ** Arise and shine,” &c. He then raised his eyes to. 
wards heaven with an expression heavenly and divine, lifting up 
his hands repeatedly ex) ressive of his heavenly mindedness, tell- 
ing his dear wife there was no desire that led him back to stay 
longer, but for her sake. When she was told be appeared as if 
he wanted to say something to her, she went to him, and asked 
if he wanted any thing ; his reply was ** Glory |: Glory ! Glory |” 
His heaven then began. which shal! never end! it so filled his 
soul, that it made his face shine with the glory of God! Nota 
sigh or complaint, but the mést heavenly smile appeared on his 
countenance ; pleasure banished pain. Here was a scene for an 
infidel! fora deist! A man established in the best of principles, 
and ever strict to the truth; so filled with the love of God, that he 
broke out in the triamph of religion “ I am in glory !” and the 
joy of his countenance bore testimony to the reality of it. Like 
Cyrus. when he entered, and carried with him the arms of victo- 
ry, into Babylon, so doth our christian hero carry the ensigns of 
victory into the dreary regions of the grave! He addressed his 
friends in these words, *' I am done fighting”—adding, “ Jesus 
can make a ¢ying bed feel soft as downy pillows are.” The 
time of his departure was now at hand; he was done fighting! 
For the last time he called his family, and those around his bed te 
bid them a final farewell—saying, ‘tell the class farewell.” . 


‘The dross is left, no more his spirit mourns, 
But spreads her wings and to her ark returns’:. 
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Great ark of rest, the sufferer’s bright abode, 
The arms of Jesus, and the ark of God! 


Me departed this life, July 13, 1802, just about the close ofthe 
day; and now rests ia Abraham’s bosom. His death was a 
eat loss to the church. He was much, very much lamented. 
The faithful will goto him, but he cannot come to them. 
Sure, the last end of the good man is peace: how ealm his 
exit ! 
Night dews fall not more gently to the ground, 
Nor weary worn out winds expire so soitly. 
Behold Pace, in the evening tide of life, 
A life well spent, whose early care it was 
His riper years should not upbraid his green. 
By unperceived degrees he wears away ; 
Yet like the sun seems larger at the setting. 
High in his faith and hopes, look! how Pace reaches 
Alter the prize in view, and, like a bird 
That’s hamper’d, struggles hard to get away ! 
Whilst the glad gates of light are wide expanded 
To let new glories in; the first fair fruits 
Of the fast coming harvest—Then! O then! 
Each earth born joy grows vile, or disappears, 
Shrunk toa thing of nought. O! how he longs 
To have his passport sign’d and be dismiss’d— 
dis done ! and now he’s happy! Amen! and Amen4 


CONVERSION OF A CHILD. 


Extract of @letier from G. B—~, dated Newport, April 30, 
Z 186. ; 


Dear Sir, 


Agreeably to your — that I should send you an account, 


of the conversion of my little son, I now with pleasore and heart- 
felt satisfaction, give you the particulars. About four weeks since, 
Ye aceompanied his mether te Elder Eddy’s weekly conferesiee 
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meeting. After prayer, &c. two young men related their expe. 
rience, and the work of God’s grace upon their bearis. The re. 
lation of what the Lord bad done for the salvation of their souls, 
of the distress they had been onder jor ‘heir sin and guilt, the 
— love of God, and the joy and peace they fouad by be. 
ieving made many weep; soine from an interest in Christ, 
others for joy, joined in rejoicing in the conversion of sinners, &, 
At this meeting, my little son was greatly wrought upon, and he 
réturned home weeping aloud, and telling to all around him, 
what a great sinner he was! how unprepared he was to die and 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that he was afraid jis 
soul would be lost; that he was desirous to be a christian, to have 
an interest in Christ, and to love God. I talked to him asa 
child ; and gave him such advice as { thought best, hoping that it 
was the Lord’s doing and that time would make it manifest, [ 
soon found that this conviction was not for 2 moment, for be cun- 
tinued under great distress from day to day, earnestly seeking an 
interest in Christ. Myself and my family daily beard him pray- 
ing in secret, when he thought none heard him buat God alone. 
He would cry out in prayer, and in great distress—* O God, 
pardon my sions! O Lard Jesus, have mercy upon me! O Lord, 
make me a good christian! O Lord, prepare me for death ; yive 
mea new heart! O Lord, teach me what I shall do,” &c. 

In this manner he continued for thirteen days under deep con- 
viction, when there = a great alteration in bis mind from 
this agonising torture. He now appeared very heppy by praising 
God, and singing 4piritaal song: and hymns as he went about the 
house. By observing this great change, we asked him what was 
the cause of his being so joyfa!? he readily answered, “I feel 
happy.” We asked him what made him feel happy ? he replied, 
* because the Lord had forgiven him his sins.” We asked him 
if he thought he would go to heaven if he shoald immediately die? 
he said “ yes ; IT was once afraid to die, when I wes under con- 
viction, but I do not now fear death.” We asked him if he loved 
Ged ? he said “ yes, and all the christians too, and was desirous 
to praise his holy name.” We asked him if he was not afraid 
that the boys would laugh at him, and ridicale him for his reli- 
gion ? he said “he did not mind that ; they could not hurt him, 
and he meant to live his religion and not go back,” &c. &c. I 
must say, he gives every evidence of a true work of God’s grace 
upon his heart, and would be glad to be baptised and join the 
church ; but I haVe thought it better to wait: if I am wrong, I 
pray the Lord will not lay the neglect to my charge. L know that 
God is able to “ perfect praise out of the months of babes and 
sucklings,” and he has brought many little children to the know- 
lege of the truth ; and he has said “ suffer little children to come 
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unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom é 
Ooly son is nine yours and ten months old. 
From your sincere friend, 


- G. Be. 






CONVERSION OF AN OLD SAILOR. 
Letter to the Editor of the Christian Herald. 





Sir, 


You may see in Ely’s Journal, some account given of an aged 
sailor, the initials of whose name are J R—. He is represented 
inthat publication as being under the most distressing convictions 
of his own guilt and misery ; while at the same time he indulged 
himself in the intemperate use of ardent spirits. He would read 
his Bible, confess his sins, weep bitterly, pray fervently and be- 
come drunken. ‘Then he would reform a little, promise well, and 
again pass through the same scenes, He continued in this situa- 
tion for many months, and then left the hospital of New York, 
He went to Philadelphia, and was admitted to the hospital of that 
city. His character remained the same for about two years, with 
this difference, that his mental faculties became greater, and in his 
aah A of feeling, he more resembled a fiend than a man.— 

ndeed he was, at seasons, an object of terror to all the persons in 
the institution. No hope was entertained that J. R— would ever 
be sanctified through thetreth. Yet he appeared to believe as the 
devils do: for he trembled. 

We should not despair of a living sinner ; for even this old 
sailor has forsaken all his blasphemies and vicious habits. For 
twenty months he has not tasted of any stimulating drink He 
will not even taste of beer, lest he should be brought into tempta. 
tion. 

more grateful, humble, pious man thap J R— now appears 
to be, cannot be found. The word which be heard in New York, 
proved ultimately to be the word of life to his sou!, 


: New York, July, 1816. 


a4 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


‘To the Editor of the Western Christian Moniton. 


Daan Siz, 


If you think the following letter is worthy of aplace in you 
religious Monitor, you are a liberty to insert it ; and in so doing 
rare oblige your friend, and, I hope, advance the glory of 


M. LINDSEY. 

Much has been said in favor of, and against, the institutions of 
Camp Meetings ; and they have still their advocates and oppo. 
nents. As an individual, I have been seriously exercised on the 
subject. I have had my doubts with regard to their propriety; 
and still loved them, because, at well conducted meetings of this 
Kind, the power of God has been so universally manifested 
in awakenings, conversions, sanctifications and powerful revi- 
vals of religion. And these manilestations of divine power and 
love, Rev. Sir, you know, are the strongest evidences to a man gd 
God, that the institution is owned and blessed of Heaven. 

The sequel of this letter is, to give you a brief account ofa 
camp meeting, which, held twelve miles west of Marietta, com- 
menced on Thursday the 15th of August. It was with palpitet. 
ing bosoms our eyes beheld the light of that day. It was wiih 
much labor and toi! we had prepared the place for the accommo. 
dation of divine worship, though our friends had exerted then- 
selves to the utmost, Our enemies we knew anxiously waited 
for our halting; and believing that the igsue of this meeting would 
ultimately affect the cause of religion in this part of the country, 
may readily suppose, oar souls were al! anxiety. and our heatts 
ifted to the Lord for help. We did not ask in vain. On Thars- 
day evening, the Lord magnified his grace in the justification of a 
young man, and next morning, at public prayer, awakening ano- 
ther man. At the beginning of the meeting, I trembled for fear 
the little help we hed, would be a hindrance to the work. But 
soon, very soon, the Lord showed us the cause was his own. 
Our youth, inexperience and want of talents. were abundanily 
made gp, by the mighty down pouring of the spirit of divine 
grace. Every one seemed totake an active part in the labor of 
love, The preachers seemed anointed from on high ; and preach- 
ed withthe power of the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 
The people prayed as if God heard them, and sang with the 
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spirit, And while the children of God shouted for joy, poor sin- 
ners groaned under the felt burthen of guilt Awakenings were 
powerful; groanings of penitents were bitter ; and.as was the . 
depth of sorrow in mourners, so were the height of joy in con- 
verts, Who, together with the greatest raptare, would add warm 
exhortations to sinners to turn and live. | 

Sabbath night our gracious master dealt out to his already joy- 
ful children, the best of the wine. I know my experience is small, 
hut in my little progress, I never saw such a night as that. The 
work was powerful in the altar, which was covered with a large 
shed. As the great crowd of people around rendered it disagree- 
ably warm, a grecious Providence, it seemed, sent a gentle show- 
er of rein, which caused all that could not get under the shed to 
retire to their camps, where the work broke out in fike manner. 
Lam afraid, my dear sir, you will think that [exaggerate ; but I 
can assure you, I never saw any thing to excced the extaciesof 
joy onevery hand. On Monday vor gb I seemed ‘to begin to 
live anew. My cup was full. I had good measure ; glory be to 
Ged. ‘This morning we had sacrament, at which there ‘were 
counted three hundred and twenty persons, who commaned in 
these back woods Before sacrament, we invited all who pro- 
fessed to find peace or justifying grace at that meeting, to come 
forward. There were thirty-two men and nineteen women, who 
professed to have received pardoning grace. What seemed sin- 
gular is, that the work was so much more general among the 
men, than the women, and among the young than the old. In 
thirty-two, I am not sure that there was a solitary old map 

For the order of ~wr meeting, I might appeal to the whole 
congregation ; and for the honor of the people in that section of 
the country, I do not hesitate to say, I never found so complaisant 
a multitude of mixed characters. 





feat ° 

But > 

tite ‘There bas been a good work of God on Chatague circuit. 

vine Mr, Lemuel Lane, who lately preached there, has communicated 

sr of fee HC following information : ; 

ach: The grace of God has been manifested in this circuit, #m the . 


awakening and converting many souls ; some of whom were the 

most hardened and abandoned sinners. Aboyt ItO were added | 

tothe church, and about 90 hopefully converted to God. He 
F 3 
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siates, that he went {0 a new settlement where there was no Me., 
thedist society. On the first administration of the wort of life to 
them, they were deeply affected with its importance. Seventeen 
of them testified a resolution to dedicate themselves to the Lord ; 
two of whom, a man and his wife, had been professed infidels. 
About thirty were soon formed into a society. The woman, who 
bad been an infidel, sometime after her renunciation of deism and 
her submission to the gospel, was takenill, She manifested the 
soundness of her conversion, by her patience and resignation in 
affliction, and. her triqmphant death. Just before her exit, she 
spoke in rapturous stftins of heaven, and its happy inhabitants, 
And then, singing ‘ 


“ When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

No less our days to sing God’s praise, 
Than when we first begun.” 


She expired.without a sigh or a groan. 
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POETRY. 







By —— —- 


Soft breathes the balmy air, 
And sweet the odours rise ; 
The beams of morning just begit 
To gild the,eastern skies. 


The shades of night retreat 


Before approaching day ; | 
Onraven wings towards the wesi, *| 


They quickly haste away. 












The feather’d songsters wake, 
And bid adieu to night : 

In wild melodious notes they sing, 
And praise the God of light. 






Shall I, possess’d of mind— 
Of reason—grace divine— 

No grateful tribute bring to him 
Who makes these blessings mine ? 







While instinct leads the tribes 


Which flaster thro’ the grove, 
To hymn in sweet and artless lays 


The God of boundless love ; 






Shall I in sullen silence stand, 
‘Without devotion’s flame, 
Unmov’d while nature spreads aropnd 
The great eternal NamsE ? P 






No moment of my life 
Be stain’d with sin like this— 

i will adore, in rapture sweet, 

~The Author of my bliss. 
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My soul thy incense bring, 
Sweet asthe morning breeze, 
And sacrifice to God the Lord, 
Who reigns o’er earth and seas, 


Let ardent praise ascend 
To Zion’s gracious King— 
Let ali the nations know his love, 
And te his glory sing. 
The God of nature reigns, 
And scatters blessings round— 


The God of our redemption comes, 
How joyful is the sound ! 


He comes! Lo! nature smiles, 
And evil dies to day ! 

Peace goes before the royal prince, 
And glory marks his way. 


His stoutest foes submit, 


And fall before bis throne ; 
The nations all confess him God, 
And magnify the Son. 


EPITAPH ON A LADY. 


In the Church Yard of Woodford. 


Serenely bright, in bridal smiles arrey’d! 

The purple spring its blossom’d sweets display ‘a ; 
While raptur’d fancy saw full many 2 year, 

In bliss revolving, urge its gay career. 

But ah! how deepa gloom the skies o’erspread, 


How swift the dear delusive visien. fled! 
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Disease and pain the ling’ring hours consume, 
And secret feed on youth’s corroded bloom. _ 
Ceas’d are the songs that fill’d the nuptial grove, 
The dance of pleasure in the bower of love. 

For Flymen’s lamp funereal torches glare, 

And mournful dirges rend the midnight air ! 

Oh! thou whose cheek, the rival of the rose, 
With all the flash of vernal beauty glows, 
Whose pulses high with youthful vigor bound, 
The brightest fair in fashion’s mazy round, 
Approach with awe the mansions of the dead, 
And as the grave’s drear bourne thy footsteps tread ; 
Mark—’midst these ravages of fate and time— 
Where Worth lies buried in its lov’liest prime > 
Where Yeuth’s extinguish’d fires no longer burn, 
And Beauty slambers in the mouldering arn ! 
Oh! pauseand bending o’er fair Siel/a’s tomb, 
Mourn her hard lot, and read thy future doom ! 
Soft lies the sod that shields from wini’ry rains, 

And blasting winds, my Siella’s lev’d remains : 

May angels guard the consecrated ground, 

And flowers, as lovely, bloom for ever round ! 

Meek sufferer—who by nameless woes oppress’d, 

The patience of th’ expiring Lamb possess’d ; 

When, many a tedious moon, thy fever’d veins, 

Throbb’d with the raging Hectic’s fiery pains, 

Nor heav’d a sigh—save that alone which bore 

Triumphant virtue tq a bappier shore. 

Stelia, whose streaming eye ne’er ceas’d to flow, 

When sorrow pour’d the plaint of genuine woe, 

Whose mind was pure as that unsullied ray 

Which beams from heaven, and lights the orb of day j 

Sweet be thy slambers on this mossy bed, 

Till the last trump shall rouse the sleeping dead ; 

Then having nought from that dread blast to fear, 


Whose echo sha!! convulse the crumbling sphere, 













































































































Jo fairer beauty wake—a hetverly bride, 
And rise an angel, who a martyr died? 


















AMOS, 1v—12. 


Great God !. thy dread decrees, 
Thy awful judgments roar ! 
Loud as the raging seas, 
That lash the bellowing shore ; 
And nature’s echo rings the wood, 
« Prepare, prepare, to meet the a el 


The universal call, 
- Storms thro’ the frighten’d air _; 
Racks this terrestrial ball, 
And shrieks the word, “ Prepare}? 
‘Tempestaous winds convey aloud, 
% Prepare, prepare, to meet thy Gad.” 


Thunders in solemn peal, 
The awful cry repeat, 
While storms of jarring hail, 
Express the sinner’s fate! 
And rapid lightnings flash the word, 


“+ Prepare, prepare, to meét the Lord |” 







Nor these alone, forall r 
Th’ ambassadors of God, hy 
Here join the general call, ye 
And cry the truth abroad ; eee, r 
Incessantly announce the word, Nol 
“ Prepare, prepare, to meet the Lord # 
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Great God! how few regard, 
Thy summons to prepare ? 
Deaf to the charmer’s word, 

And destitute of fear ; 
Ye sons of men, repeat the word, 
“ Prepare, prepare, to meet the Lortl {” 


When death shal give th’ alarm, 
And lift his powerful spear, 
Extend his meagre arm, 
And chill the soul with fear, 
How dreadful then will sound the word, 
* Prepare, prepare, to meet the Lord 
















By J— D——. 






Arise my soul above all earthly things; 
Towards eternity expand thy wings ? 
Fly from this Aceldama, quickly fly, 
And view by faith the glories of the sky— 
There peace forever reigns without annoy, 
Rivers of pure delight, and endless joy ; 
Sorrow, and pain, and grief, have fled away, 
In that fair world of unbeclouded day. 
There Jesus reigns in uncreated light ; 
a There dwell bis saints, who walk with him in white ; 
; . © They all have conquer’d: lo! how bright they shine 
4 ~~. Heirs of immortal bliss—of crowns divine ! 
iE Se. How evanescent are all earthly things ! 

_ They flee on time’s accelerated wings. 
a But he who in Jehovah does confide, Yh 
Shall all the beist’rous storms of hife outride. 
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fn sore afflictions hecamboldly-cty, 

‘¢ My hope is firmly fix’d in God Most High.” 

Tho’ earth and hell dgainst his soul aniie, 

In Jesu’s strength he pats themall to flight. 
Let not the mighty hero boast his fame; 

Nov poets eternise the boaster’s name. 

His conquests are but trivial in the sight 

Of Him who puts the powers of hell to flight. 

The humble Christian, whose defenze is God, 

Shall conquer thé” he sail thro’ seas of blood : 

He shall be crawn’d with everlasting fame, 

And viet’ry shall eternalise hfs name. 





By J D 


When theu, O. Lord! shalt rend the sky, 
And Gabriel’s trump proclaim thee nigh, 
The earth dissolve, and nature fail, 

Will not my righteousness prevail ? 


Methinks, I see thy anger rise, 

And vengeance sparkling in thine eyes, 
Against a worm of earthand dast, 

W ho in his righteousness would trust. 


Thenif Twould thy wrathavoid, 

When worlds on worldsshall be destroy’d, 
I must appearbBefore my God 

In garments wash’d in Jesu’s blood. 


Impart /hy righteousness to me, , 
Arid let me triumph, Lord, in thee ; 
This, only this the test will stand, 
And make memeet for thy right hand. 





